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This graphic novel is dedicated to the 
lineage Lamas from whom the holy teachings 

have descended, and whose blessings, 
obtained by a pure bond of faith and 
reverence, lay the foundation for the 

Enlightenment of all beings.

It is also dedicated to the increasing 
number of aspiring practitioners and 
to educate potential practitioners with 
the nature and intent of Gyalchen Dorje 
Shugden, whose enlightened mind and 

qualities have been recognized and relied 
upon by so many exalted Masters, some of 
them with reincarnation lineages all the 

way back to Buddha Shakyamuni.
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THROUGH  THE AGES,
OUT OF PURE COMPASSION AND WISDOM, 

ENLIGHTENED BEINGS MANIFEST IN 
DIFFERENT FORMS AND DIFFERENT  TIMES 

TO BENEFIT THE PEOPLE OF THAT TIME...

Manjushri emanates as...

Yamantaka

Birwapa

Kalarupa

Duldzin Drakpa
Gyeltsen

4-faced Mahakala

Dorje Shugden
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Panchen Sonam Drakpa 

Tulku Drakpa Gyeltsen

Lama Tsongkhapa

Buddha Shakyamuni

Bridge

Bird
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CHAPTER 1CHAPTER 1
LOST
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What’s the matter? Why 
are you crying?

How do you know? 
What if she can’t Find 

me and I am left
here all by myself?

How will I ever
go home?

I’m lost and
I can’t Find my mom.

I am scared.

Don’t worry.
I am sure your 

mother is nearby. You 
are safe here.
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You are well 
protected here and 
so, everything will 

be all right.
You’ll see.

what...
who is that?

Look up,
do you see that 

statue?
Do you know 
who he is?

What do you mean 
protected?
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Oh – many, many 
things, but right at 
this moment, HE is 

protecting you.

Yes, most deFinitely. 
Dorje Shugden 
protects us all,

among other things. 
You don’t have to 

worry, boy. 

Protector...
Dorje Shugden? 

What does he 
protect?

I’m Nicholas..

He is the most
Supreme Protector, 

Dorje Shugden.

me?me?
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Okay...

What’s a
Dharma 

Protector?

He can do that?

Before I explain, 
do you know who 

Buddha is?

Dorje Shugden
is not just any Protector.
He is a powerful Dharma 

Protector.

That is the least
Dorje Shugden
can do for you.

Do you want to know
his story while we wait

for your mother?

Ok, Nicholas,
just wait right here 
and Dorje Shugden 

will guide your 
mother to Find

you.
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Oh, but he was not 
just sitting under 
a tree, Nicholas.

  He was meditating about
life and what causes suffering

in life. When he found the answer to 
everything, he became Enlightened. And he 
taught many students in his lifetime and 
many monasteries were built from his 
time onwards. Buddha’s teachings are
so valuable that they last to this day.

So, it is more than just
being smart.

Ok, I understand 
now. Please go on 
with your story.

Of course I know
who Buddha is!

Everybody knows Buddha – 
he was famous for sitting 

under the tree until he 
became very smart.
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CHAPTER 2
Dharma Protectors
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This teaching became known 
as the Dharma – the right 
way of living, as taught by 

Lord Buddha.

To protect the Dharma, there 
arose special protective 

beings, called Dharma 
Protectors. These Protectors 

are very useful to clear 
obstacles for our Dharma 

practice as well as any 
obstacles in our every day lives.

   SO, BUDDHA TAUGHT THAT... 
THE ONLY WAY TO STOP 

SUFFERING IS TO DEVELOP 
SELFLESSNESS, KINDNESS 

AND COMPASSION FOR 
OTHERS.
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There are both enlightened and 
unenlightened Dharma Protectors.

Enlightened Protectors are 
manifestations of Buddhas, 
such as Setrab, who is the 
wrathful emanation of 

Buddha Amitabha.

That’s 
right! 

Very good.

Over here - 
Four-faced Mahakala, 
who is the emanation

of Manjushri.

Although 
they may look 

different, inside 
they are the same. 

Do you know 
why? 

Because 
they are all 

Buddhas.
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There are also unenlightened 
protectors, these are spirits subdued 

and oath-bound by High Lamas to 
protect the Dharma.
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Now, different Protectors 
will arise at different times 
to fulFill different purposes 
according to the needs of the 

people at that time.

We can 
take refuge 

in enlightened 
Protectors but not 

unenlightened 
Protectors.

because 
unenlightened 

beings cannot guide 
us to enlightenment. 

So, we only take refuge 
in the Buddha, Dharma 

and Sangha.

Why?

Dorje Drakden, a minister 
of Nechung, has been 

advising the Dalai Lamas 
via the state oracle of Tibet 

for the past 300 years.
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Many Dharma Protectors were 
brought over from India to Tibet 
by the kindness of great Buddhist 
Masters to help the Dharma grow...

Do you 
know why it is so 

important for Dharma 
to grow in every 

place?

Yes,
because with Dharma 

all our suffering in life 
can end and we can
get Enlightened.

On a spiritual level, 
they clear obstacles 

for our Dharma study 
and practice, helping 
us to gain peace and 
wisdom to guide our 

own lives.

18© dorjeshugden.net



On a worldly 
level, they remove 

problems and provide 
the resources we need 

to practice Dharma 
smoothly.

that is 
so cool.

For example, 
if we had enough money, 

and if our family life was 
harmonious and stable, we could 

practice Dharma more easily Like 
you clearly understood. when we 
have Dharma, all our suffering 

will end and we can achieve 
Enlightenment. That means, 

we can become Buddhas 
too!
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Essentially, 
enlightened Dharma 

Protectors will always 
protect us on our 

spiritual journey.

Dharma Protectors 
will also protect 

us from harm 
like accidents or 

illnesses.
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Dorje Shugden and his purpose
CHAPTER 3
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Dorje Shugden 
is an enlightened 

Dharma Protector who 
arose 350 years ago. 
He is an emanation of 
the Buddha of Wisdom, 

Manjushri.
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That means he is 
the same?

Dorje Shugden is also the 
Buddha of Wisdom?

Yes!!
the same.

Dorje Shugden emanated as 
a Dharma Protector in order 

to safeguard the precious 
teachings of the Second Buddha 

known as Lama Tsongkhapa until 
today.
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Lama Tsongkhapa (1357-1419) was a Tibetan 
scholar and saint who restored Buddhism, 

which was degenerating in Tibet, and revived 
the teachings to its highest splendor. 

Tsongkhapa was known as the emanation of
 the Bodhisattvas of Compassion 

-Avalokiteshvara, Wisdom – Manjushri 
and Spiritual Power – Vajrapani.

He combined the best from the main 
schools of Buddhism to establish 
the Gelugpa school, also known as 

the yellow hat tradition. 
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Now, Dorje Shugden comes from a 
long lineage of Masters. This can be 
traced all the way back to the time of 

Buddha Shakyamuni...
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...when Manjushri 
emanated as a student 

of Shakyamuni. 

Buddhas often emanate into various 
forms in this way for speciFic 

purposes and to accommodate the needs 
of beings at that time and place.

In the Sutra 
Revealing the 

Abode of Manjushri, 
Manjushri manifests 
countless emanations 

to help sentient 
beings.

Wow, 
Buddhas are 

really kind, aren’t 
they? Are they all 
like this, all the 

time?

Yes, all 
the time.
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The Earliest Masters: 
Birwapa and Sakya Pandita

CHAPTER 4
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The Mahasiddha “Birwapa”, an 
emanation of Manjushri, was 

especially famed for his erudite 
teachings and ability to manifest many 

miracles. He could even stop the sun 
from setting!

During the day, he studied and 
meditated on the Sutra teachings 
and during the night he engaged 

in highly advanced practices.

“Birwapa” actually means bad man, 
which was a name he received because 
some monks at Nalanda Monastery 
misunderstood that Birwapa was 
entertaining ordinary women.

Look at 
“Birwapa” – how 
dare he bring 
women into the 

monastery

It’s a 
disgrace – 

we should tell 
him to leave!

Dorje Shugden’s earliest 
recorded incarnation was one of 
the legendary 84 Mahasiddhas of 

India, “Birwapa” (837-909).
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In reality, it was the Buddha 
Vajrayogini and her entourage 

of celestial dakinis.

“Birwapa” later took rebirth in western Tibet 
as the great Lama of the Sakya Tradition, 
Sachen Kunga Gyeltsen, more commonly

known as Sakya Pandita (1182–1251).

Sakya Pandita was 
very special as a 

young man.

Oh Vajrayogini – 
the great Bliss Queen 
and your entourage! 
I am so blessed with 

your visit!
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Sakya Pandita’s name spread far and wide, 
reaching even to the Chinese Emperor 

who developed deep faith in him and the 
Buddhadharma.

Then, Sakya Pandita took rebirth 
as But  n Rinchen Drub (1291-

1364) in western Tibet. 

As a child, he could 
converse directly 
with Manjushri.

Ö
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He focused on teaching and 
writing, and translated many 

scriptures from Sanskrit 
into Tibetan.

Among these many texts, he wrote 
26 volumes of commentaries on 
Dharma practice. (Kangyur – the 
spoken words of the Buddha – and 

Tangyur – the commentaries of 
Buddhist teachings)

But n Rinchen Drub 
has attained compassion 

and Bodhicitta in his 
speech and action.

Ö
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CHAPTER 5
Duldzin Drakpa Gyeltsen
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Butön Rinchen Drub was later reborn in 
central Tibet as Duldzin Drakpa Gyeltsen, 
who was one of Lama Tsongkhapa’s eight 

closest disciples. His name: Duldzin, means 
Holder of the Vinaya – which are monk vows.

Completed in 1409, Gaden would become 
the First and most prominent monastic 
institution of the Gelugpa lineage as 

established by Lama Tsongkhapa.

Duldzin was also 
widely known for his 
very pure practice, 
service to Dharma 
and especially for 
overseeing the full 

construction of 
Gaden Monastery. 

Duldzin, 
you’re doing 

such a great job 
building this 

monastery.

This 
monastery 

is my offering 
to my Guru 
Tsongkhapa.

Ö
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One day, as Lama Tsongkhapa 
was giving teachings...

A white dove started circling 
Tsongkhapa’s throne during the 

teaching. 
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 As the dove circled around 
Tsongkhapa’s throne, Duldzin 

recognized that it was the 
Dharma Protector, Nechung.
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What do 
you want?

Nechung, 
why were you 

disturbing my 
Lama’s

teachings?

I need 
your help.

All the monks left the hall 
after the teaching except 

Duldzin.

The dove transformed into… A boy!
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Me?
Duldzin, 

can you arise as a 
Protector, uncommon 
to the Gaden lineage, 

to protect Nagarjuna’s 
Middle View as

taught so clearly by 
Tsongkhapa?

Will 
you promise 
to do this?

Yes, for 
Tsongkhapa, of 

course, I will do 
it. I promise.

An uncommon 
protector needs to 

arise, to protect these 
perfect teachings.

I cannot 
do this, as I have 

already promised Guru 
Rinpoche that I will 
protect Buddhism in 

general.
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Do not 
forget your 

promise.

Duldzin was so well respected that he was 
offered the position of Gaden Tripa - 

the throne holder of Tsongkhapa - after 
Tsongkhapa passed away.

Please take 
the throne and 

represent Lama 
Tsongkhapa here on 

earth

Thank you for 
the honor but I 
must decline,
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Gyaltsab Je, you 
should be the Gaden 

Tripa. I wish to devote 
my life to protect and 

help Lama Tsongkhapa’s 
teachings to grow.

Duldzin continued to work hard for 
Gaden and Tsongkhapa’s lineage before 
entering deep retreats towards the last 

years of his life. 
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Panchen Sonam Drakpa
CHAPTER 6
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In his next life, Lord 
Duldzin manifested as the 

extraordinary scholar, 
Panchen Sonam Drakpa, 

born in 1478.

He was so highly respected, he 
rose to become the Spiritual 
Guide to the 3rd Dalai Lama.

Panchen Sonam Drakpa was very unique 
because he was the only person who has 
ever become the abbot of all three main 
Gelug monasteries – Gaden, Sera and 

Drepung - in a single lifetime. 
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He was also the Abbot of 
Gyuto Tantric College... 

and became the 15th Gaden 
Tripa, representing 
Tsongkhapa on earth.

Panchen Sonam Drakpa was extremely 
erudite, scholarly and sharp in 
his wisdom. He was particularly 

renowned for writing 11 deFinitive 
volumes of philosophical teachings.
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These texts are still being studied in 
the illustrious monasteries of Gaden 
Shartse and Drepung Loseling today, 
as the central syllabus for becoming
a Geshe. (the equivalent of a PHD in 

Buddhist studies) 

Before his passing in 1554, 
Panchen Sonam Drakpa set 
up his own estate, known 

as the Upper Chamber 
(Zimkhang Gongma).

It was named this way because 
of its location at the top 

of Drepung, just below the 
Ngakpa debating courtyard.

These 11 volumes are also studied in other 
major monasteries as comparative studies. 
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Tulku Drakpa Gyeltsen
CHAPTER 7
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A few lifetimes later, 
Panchen Sonam Drakpa was 
reborn in 1619 as someone 

who would have a huge impact 
on the future of Buddhism: 

Tulku Drakpa Gyeltsen.

The 4th Dalai Lama had passed into 
clear light in 1617. Then, there 
were two possible candidates 

considered for his incarnation.

When Tulku Drakpa Gyeltsen was 
born, rainbows appeared and 

the earth shook to rejoice in the 
coming of this great Being. 
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From a young age, Tulku 
Drakpa Gyeltsen could clearly 
remember his previous lives.

When he was six years old, the same age as 
you – Nicholas – Tulku Drakpa Gyeltsen was 
recognized as a tulku of Zimkhang Gongma, 

and he was given the name Tulku Drakpa 
Gyeltsen by the Panchen Lama himself.

I remember who 
I was...

You will now 
be known as  Tulku 
Drakpa Gyeltsen,
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He would naturally pick up and 
use ritual implements, and was 
able to memorize any text given 

to him. By the age of 9, he was already 
writing commentaries and 

giving teachings.

He would naturally pick up and use 
ritual implements, and was able to 

memorize any text given to him.
By the age of 9, he was already 

writing commentaries and 
giving teachings.

When they entered the monastery,  Tulku 
Drakpa Gyeltsen and Ngawang Lobsang 
Gyatso were in Drepung Ngakpa, under 

the tutelage of the 4th Panchen Lama, 
Lobsang Ch kyi Gyaltsen.Ö
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Eventually, Ngawang Lobsang Gyatso 
was recognized as the incarnation 
of the 4th Dalai Lama and enthroned 

as the 5th Dalai Lama.

Tulku Drakpa Gyeltsen then 
stayed in the Upper Chamber 
(Zimkhang Gongma), which 

had been originally set up by 
Panchen Sonam Drakpa. 

And Tulku Drakpa Gyeltsen 
was recognized as the 

incarnation of Panchen 
Sonam Drakpa.
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the 5th Dalai Lama stayed 
nearby in the Lower 

Chamber (Zimkhang’ogma).

Some people thought that the 
5th Dalai Lama and Tulku 

Drakpa Gyeltsen were rivals, 
but they were not. They always 
studied and prayed together 
peacefully under their Guru 

– the Panchen Lama.

However, the attendants of the 5th Dalai 
Lama became jealous of the popularity 

of Tulku Drakpa Gyeltsen. 
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Tulku Drakpa Gyeltsen 
loved meditation and 

always performed 
retreats in hundreds of 

caves around Tibet.

Many people would come to 
his cave to make offerings 

and seek his blessings.

Look!!
he can meditate 

for days without 
food and
drink.

He is so 
attained!
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Please 
don’t tell them 

where I am going.
I just want to 
complete my

retreat.

He had to keep moving from cave to 
cave because the fame of his great 
attainments spread like wildFire.

Oh no! 
how did they know

I am here?!
 I just want to do my 
retreat and meditate 

alone.
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He moved because he wanted 
privacy and disliked fame. He 
only wished to be in retreat 

and to meditate.

Tulku Drakpa Gyeltsen 
was widely respected and 

continuously sought after; 
streams of people would 
come from far and wide 

just to pay their respects,

Even Tibetan nobility, 
Chinese and Mongolian 
royalty often traveled 

huge distances to request 
blessings and teachings 

from him.

52© dorjeshugden.net



visiting 
Drakpa 

Gyeltsen?!

 No 
respect for 

the Dalai 
Lama!

What 
are you 

whispering 
about?

He’s 
going to get 
it one day!

Nothing, 
Your 

Holiness…

So many 
people at Tulku 

Drakpa Gyeltsen’s 
residence. 

Very good!
 I rejoice. What’s an 

oracle?

One day, Tulku Drakpa 
Gyeltsen had an audience 

with the Protector 
Nechung, who spoke to him 

through an oracle.

Oh no! 
The Dalai

Lama!
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An oracle is 
a specially trained 

person who can 
channel beings from 
a different realm, 

such as Dharma 
Protectors.

Tulku Drakpa 
Gyeltsen!

Are you ready?
Do you remember 
your promise?

Ready 
for what? 

What
promise?
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You made a 
promise that you 
would arise as an 

uncommon protector. 
Eat this rice and you 

will remember.

Can you arise 
as a Protector to 

protect Nagarjuna’s 
middle view as taught 
by Tsongkhapa? Will 
you promise to do 

this?
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Yes, 
I will do it. 
I promise.

I... 
I remember 

now!

Don’t worry, 
I’ll help you...

But I have a 
problem. I don’t 

have any anger in my 
mindstream. How can 
I arise as a wrathful 
Dharma Protector if I 

don’t have any
anger?

Oh my...
Tulku Drakpa Gyeltsen 
was so selFless. He even 
sacriFiced himself to 
become a Protector.
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CHAPTER 8
The Death of Tulku

Drakpa Gyeltsen
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And so, Nechung began to 
create the conditions for 
Tulku Drakpa Gyeltsen to 
manifest and emerge as a 

supreme Dharma Protector.

We can’t let 
Tulku Drakpa 

Gyeltsen look more 
important than 
the Dalai Lama 

himself!

But what
can we do?

We can’t
break our

vows...

If it’s to defend 
the Dalai Lama, we 

won’t break our vows. 
Even Shakyamuni Buddha 
killed in his previous 

life out of a good 
motivation.

You 
better do 

something...

This 
is getting 
too much...

Tulku Drakpa 
Gyeltsen is stealing 
the limelight again...

We can’t let that 
happen!

Listen...
for the sake of 

the Buddhadharma, we 
have to make sure he 

is not around
anymore.
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So they tried to poison him...

But Tulku Drakpa 
Gyeltsen was so 

highly attained that 
he had full control 
of the winds and 

energies of his body...

...the poison was 
simply expelled 
and he remained 

unaffected.
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At an audience with Tulku 
Drakpa Gyeltsen...

one drop would 
have killed a yak but 
Drakpa Gyeltsen is 

unaffected!

Rinpoche-
la, we would 

like to make some  
offerings...
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Oh, 
Rinpoche!

Run!!

The Dalai Lama’s students 
continued to plot...
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Calm 
yourselves...

please come to my 
room... I want to talk

to you,

Desi, Depa, 
I know what you’re 
both up to. And it’s 

not going to
work.

What are you 
talking about?

There’s 
no need to 

pretend!

No, no... what 
are you talking 

about?!
I know 

you want to 
kill me.

Tulku Drakpa Gyeltsen 
surprised them...
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There’s only 
one way you can 

kill me in this life. 
You will have to 
choke me with a 

khata.

What??
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Hold him 
down, Depa 

Norbu!
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Just do 
what you have 

to do.
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And he went into clear light... 
he was 38 years old.

As he was suffocating, a slight 
amount of Fierce energy 

resembling wrath arose in 
Tulku Drakpa Gyeltsen... 
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Evil Spirit or Buddha
CHAPTER 9
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Many people from near and far 
turned up to pay their respects at 
Tulku Drakpa Gyeltsen’s funeral...
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Light
the pyre!

I’m trying -
but it won’t light!
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What’s happening?

The pyre

won’t light?

What do you mean, 
murdered! I thought 

he died from an 
illness...

No... he was 
murdered by our 

own people!

...oh no...
what have they 

done…

just leave me
alone -now!

Because
he was 

murdered!

At Zimkhang ‘Ogma, the Dalai 
Lama’s residence...

Why won’t
the Fire
light?
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The Dalai Lama 
immediately composed 

a prayer in poetic 
form as an apology,

It praised Tulku 
Drakpa Gyeltsen’s 

qualities and 
expressed his own 
great remorse for 
what his people had 

done.

it still 
won’t light?

No.. i don’t 
understand it.

Drakpa 
Gyeltsen,

I didn’t know

i‘m sorry!
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look who’s 
coming.

It’s the 
Dalai Lama’s 
attendant!

It looks 
serious...

I wonder 
what he’s here 

for...

A letter from 
His Holiness...
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This is from the 
Dalai Lama. It is a 

prayer for Tulku Drakpa 
Gyeltsen. Please read 

it out.
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Did you 
see that?

What does
it mean?

It caught 
Fire on its 

own!

As soon as the poem 
was read, the pyre 

caught Fire by itself.
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What kind of High 
Lama are you? How 

could you have let them 
kill you and not do 

anything?

Tulku Drakpa Gyeltsen’s 
attendant was frustrated with 
the injustice done to his Lama.
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This was the beginning of a
traumatic time in Tibet...

Suddenly, a large plume 
of black smoke swept 

out from the pyre... 
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...and covered all of Lhasa in the 
menacing shape of a hand. The 
Dalai Lama sensed that it was

a bad omen. 

We have

wronged Tulku Drakpa 

Gyeltsen. He has died and  

appears to have become a 

raging, evil spirit.
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There was no peace in Lhasa 
from then on. There were 

earthquakes, disturbances 
throughout the lands, famines 
and drought. These were signs 

of the cumulative negative 
karma of the people who had 
murdered a holy being like 

Tulku Drakpa Gyeltsen. 
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The whole country was 
unsettled. The Dalai Lama 

could not even drink a cup 
of tea in peace.

Out of desperation, the 
Dalai Lama sought help 
from one of the most 
powerful ritualists.

I need your help! 
There’s an evil spirit 

plaguing Tibet – please 
destroy it with

your Fire pujas!
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by his powerful meditations, 
mindrolling Lama would place the 

‘spirit’ on a ladle, which would then 
be tipped into the Fire, burned and 

exorcised. but as he did so this time, 
with this ‘spirit’, something strange 

kept happening...

mindrolling lama’s Fire puja rituals 
are legendary! They’re known to be 

very powerful for exorcising the most 
powerful spirits!
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each  time, just as he dropped this 
‘spirit’ into the Fire, Yamantaka,

the most ferocious emanation
of Manjushri, would arise out of the 
Flames and jump back onto the ladle.

another time, as mindrolling 
Lama was again focusing on 

the ladle... 
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...The Dharma Protector Setrab appeared 
as the mirage of a beautiful, seductive 

female who distracted Mindrolling Lama 
by dancing in front of him.

Dorje Shugden left the 
ladle and disappeared 

with setrab.

Why can’t you 
destroy the

spirit?
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The dalai lama wrote an ofFicial 
proclamation and a prayer, 

recognizing that dorje shugden was 
a direct emanation of tulku drakpa 
Gyeltsen and an undisputed dharma 

protector for these times.

after many rituals were conducted, and 
when the Lamas still could not destroy 
this ‘spirit’ Dorje Shugden, the Dalai 

Lama eventually realized that it was not 
an evil spirit after all.

Why can’t you 
destroy the

spirit?

I’ve tried 
everything... i 

dont’know why... This is 
the First time I haven’t 

been able to tame a 
spirit... maybe... it’s 

not a spirit!

Oh no, I’ve 
been mistaken... 
I’ve done Tulku 

Drakpa Gyeltsen a 
great wrong!

He has 
become a

Dharma Protector 
and I will 

authorize it!
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The Praise to Dorje Shugden by HH the 5th Dalai Lama

HUM 

Though  unmoving from the sphere of primordial spontaneity, 
With wrathful turbulent power, swifter than lightning,

Endowed with heroic courage to judge good and bad,
I invite you with faith, please come to this place!

Robes of a monk, crown adorned with rhinoceros leather hat,
Right hand holds ornate club, left holds a human heart,

Riding various mounts such as nagas and garudas,
Who subdues the mamos of the charnel grounds, praise to you!

Samaya substances, offerings and torma, outer, inner and secret,
Favorite visual offerings and various objects are arranged.

Although, previously, my wishes were a bit dense,
Do not stop your powerful apparitions, I reveal and confess!

Now respectfully praising with body, speech and mind,
For us, the masters, disciples, benefactors and entourages,

Provide the good and avert the bad!
Bring increase like the waxing moon in spiritual and temporal realms!

Moreover, swiftly accomplishing all wishes,
According to our prayers, bestow the supreme effortlessly!

And like the jewel that bestows all wishes,
Always protect us with the Three Jewels!
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From then on, the smoke in the form 
of a black hand lifted from the Lhasa 
skies. The dying of cattle, the hail, the 
earthquakes and all terrible things 

ceased. Everything Flourished once again.

Wow, this is
how Dorje Shugden 

became a protector. He 
really went through

a lot!

Yes, 
Nicholas. He really 
went through a lot - 
just to beneFit all 

of us.
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CHAPTER 10
To the Sakyas
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Then, Dorje Shugden travelled to 
the Sakyas. Dorje Shugden, being an 
incarnation of Sakya Pandita, had a 
strong afFinity with the Sakyapas.

The Sakya patriarchs, who were very 
powerful, recognized who he was, enthroned 

him and made a chapel in his honor.

The practice of Dorje Shugden started 
there, where the Sakyas declared that 

Dorje Shugden would become the 
deFinitive Dharma Protector from this 
time onwards and that his power would 

grow.
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This sacred practice was held dear in both the monastic and lay communities, with Dorje 

Shugden on family altars in many people's homes. Dorje Shugden thus became a Sakya 

protector and remained with them for 300 years.

Here are just some drops out of the ocean of praises, rising from deep esteem and 

devotion to the Protector Dorje Shugden; listen carefully to the words which honor his 

profound and universal compassion, and his benevolent activities of protecting the Dharma:

Praise of the protector Dorje Shugden composed by the great Sakyapa master 
Kunkhyen Ngawang Kunga Lodroe

At the early time, entering into the teaching of the Tathagata,
you rose in the form of Vinaya-holding Bhikshu,
thus you protect all the teachings of the Sravaka-Pitaka without exception, 
I prostrate to you.

In the middle, in front of many Buddhas and Bodhisattvas,
having generated the aspiring and entering Bodhicitta,
you obtained the prophecy as a protector of the teaching of the Dharma,
thus you protect all the teachings of the Bodhisattvas without exception,
to you I prostrate.

In the great mandala of the ocean of Tantras,
initiated by Vajradhara, and receiving the samayas,
thus you protect all the teachings of the profound Tantra without exception,
to you I prostrate.

In particular in this northern land, surrounded by a range of snow mountains, 
though not directly pervaded by the sun of the Buddha, yet sustained by his 
compassion,
you are the protector of all those perfect schools of Dharma,
I prostrate to you.

All the great holders of the teaching, who comment according to one’s own 
views,
the entire Tripitakas, the Tantras and their commentaries,
you are the very protector of all the holders of the Dharma,
acting as the fulFiller of the words of those leaders,
I prostrate to you. 
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The legacy of the pandits, translators, dharma kings and ministers, 
all the temples constructed by them, 
you are the protector of all those seats of the Sangha without exception, 
I prostrate to you.

For entire Tibet, included in upper region Ngari, central region Ue-tsang, 
and lower region Dokham, 
you act as the very protector, refuge, supporter, and friend of all people 
without exception, 
thus you are the very god of the snow-land country,
I prostrate to you.

The great protector of all the Buddhas of this fortunate aeon, 
who is the eliminator of all the forces of unsuitable Mara, 
some day through showing full enlightenment as Samyaksambuddha, 
you will fulFil the deed of a Tathagata, to you I prostrate.

In short, in all three times, uninterruptedly, 
with your inFinite secrets of body, speech and mind, 
all those beings who are wandering in the ocean of the cycle,
you give them the perfect state of liberation, to you I prostrate. 

Thus by the power of venerating you with this ocean of melodious praise, 
through generating delight, compassion, and benevolent force of your mind, 
please fulFil the activity for increasing of virtues, pacifying of 
disfavorable interferences,
and accomplishment of all the purposes in accordance to Dharma.
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CHAPTER 11
Tagphu Pemavajra
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Several hundred years later, 
there appeared a great Gelugpa 

Lama, Tagphu Pemavajra, who 
was known for his powerful 

ability to travel to many 
celestial places.

Once, during his meditation, 
Tagphu Pemavajra went to Gaden 
Heaven, the pure paradise of the 

future Buddha, Maitreya.
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There, among the assembly, was 
Duldzin Drakpa Gyeltsen.

From Duldzin Drakpa Gyeltsen’s heart, 
rainbow lights shone forth to Tsongkhapa’s 

heart. 

Then lights emanated back from Tsongkhapa 
to Duldzin Drakpa Gyeltsen’s heart.

Duldzin 
Drakpa Gyeltsen, 

please expound on the 
mystical Tantra, mandala 

teachings and lineage
of Dorje Shugden.
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Lights radiated out from Duldzin 
Drakpa Gyeltsen to a place under 

Tsongkhapa’s throne.

Suddenly, the mandala of Dorje 
Shugden blazed forth from under 

the throne... 

Tagphu Pemavajra then received the 
teachings and oral transmission of this 
sacred Protector practice directly from 

Dorje Shugden himself. 
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After the teaching, the whole mandala 
dissolved back under the throne.

Tagphu Pemavajra came back from his meditation 
and immediately composed the lineage prayer and 

practice which he had received from Dorje Shugden.

He passed this down to his 
closest disciple, the renowned 

Pabongka Rinpoche (1878–1941).

I must write 
this all down – this 
is so precious and 

will help many Dharma 
practitioners...

Pabongka 
– this sacred 

lineage of Dorje 
Shugden, I pass to 
you. Share it with 
others so they will 

beneFit.
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CHAPTER 12
H.H. Kyabje Pabongka Dorjechang
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Pabongka Rinpoche 
was one of the 

greatest Buddhist 
masters of the 20th 
century and among 

the most inFluential 
teachers in Tibet. 

When he was born, 
a light shone in the 

room...

...and people outside saw a 
Protector standing on top of 

the house.
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At seven years old, he was 
recognized by the eminent 
Sharpa Rinpoche Choeje 

Lobsang Dargye. You should 
go to Sera Mey 

monastery to pursue 
your studies. Something 

wonderful will
happen to you in

the future.

Yes, 
Rinpoche. Thank 

you – I’ll do
that.

Pabongka 
Rinpoche 

was recognized as 
a reincarnation of 

the Changkya line, which 
included the well-known 

scholar Changkya
Rolpe Dorje
(1717 – 1786).

Why was he 
called Pabongka 
Rinpoche then?

 It’s just 
politics. Anyway, the 
name “Changkya” was 
ruled out and the boy

was declared to be 
“Pabongka”

instead.
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When he was young, he had nothing, 
no money and no food to eat. 

He would live 
on that for 

several days.

Although he had a mediocre academic 
career at Sera Mey monastery and 

was often ridiculed for being“dull”, 
he received his Geshe degree.

However, everybody had at least a little bag 
of barley Flour. So sometimes, when there 

was no food, he would run out from the 
monastery, Fill his bag with sand and put a 
little barley on top to smell and taste a bit. 
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For ten Years, Pabongka Rinpoche 
studied the Lamrim under Dagpo 
Lama Jampel Lhundrup and by his 

pure Guru devotion and consistent 
effort, he became an erudite scholar.

Pabongka Rinpoche was an 
extraordinary practitioner

and teacher, known especially 
for his mastery of the Heruka 

Body Mandala and
the Vajrayogini practice.
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Once, Pabongka Rinpoche 
was visiting a cave at 

Cimburi in Tibet, where there 
was a Heruka image.

The Heruka 
image spoke 

to him.

as Heruka spoke, a great 
deal of nectar fLowed forth.

From now on, 
for the next seven 

generations, I will 
protect and help anyone 

who practices my 
teachings.
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This nectar was 
collected and made 
into very powerful 

healing pills. 

Thousands of people 
then received the 

Heruka Body Mandala 
and every teaching 
on it directly from 
Pabongka Rinpoche. 
Pabongka Rinpoche 
is still, to this day, 
considered to be a 

living emanation of 
Heruka.

108 109© dorjeshugden.net



Pabongka Rinpoche was very 
popular and thousands of students 

came to him for teachings.

His speech was so powerful that everyone 
could hear his teaching, even though there 

were no loudspeakers in those days!

One day, a great General Dapon Tsago came to Pabongka 
Rinpoche’s teaching. He was an arrogant man and 
wanted to see what was so special about this Lama. 
Although it is not proper to bring weapons to nor 

wear a hat at a Dharma talk, Dapon Tsago did not care.
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This Lama 
speaks such 

wisdom..

However, As Dapon Tsago listened to Pabongka 
Rinpoche, his mind began to change…

He suddenly became conscious of the 
weapon he had brazenly brought in…
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One day, Dapon 
came to see...

Embarrassed and humbled, Dapon quietly 
slipped away from the teaching…

From then on, he was seen to 
follow Pabongka Rinpoche to 
every public teaching he gave.

Rinpoche, 
please give 

me the layman’s
vows…
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The 13th Dalai Lama observed Pabongka Rinpoche’s 
popularity and scrutinised his teachings closely 

but could Find no fault in them.

I’ve been 
listening to his 

teachings closely but 
I can’t Find anything 

wrong with them.

Pabongka 
Rinpoche is so 

popular... are his 
teachings
correct?”
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The 13th Dalai Lama thus 
decided to question

him on this. 

At that time, Pabongka Rinpoche was teaching 
the Lamrim according to the little known 

southern tradition, called Shargyu, and many 
scholars debated the source of these teachings.

What lamrim 
is this, Rinpoche? 
Where does it come 
from? Is the source 

authentic?

Tell Pabongka 
Rinpoche that he must 
explain this system 

of Lamrim... is it 
authentic?

Of course! 
These teachings come 
from my Guru, Dagpo 

Rinpoche, who 
is infallible!

His Holiness 
the 13th Dalai Lama 

is asking what is the 
authenticity of your 

teachings? What would 
Rinpoche like

to do? Under these 
circumstances, I 

shall reply. I will 
dictate and you

take notes. 
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I write with regards to your questions on the 

southern tradition of the Lamrim. The Buddha 

has explained this in a most important Sutra. 

At this moment, Your Holiness is seated in 

the study. Please look behind you on the third 

shelf from the right. On the 2nd shelf from 

the top, look for the 5th book from the left – 

it has a brown cover. On page 149, on the 4th 

line, the book gives an explanation about this.

This is the 
proof from the 

Kangyur. Please refer 
to the book written by 

Asanga Rinpoche, which 
can be found in Your 
Holiness’ room on 

the third 

shelf, in 
the outer volume, 

which is orange. On 
page 89, from the fourth 
to the 10th line, you will 

Find an explanation.
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There is also 
evidence from the 

Tibetan tradition: Please 
look in the works of your 

late Master, Purchog Jampa 
Rinpoche, in Volume number 4 of 
his collected words, which is in 
Your Holiness’ bedroom on the 

topmost shelf. The proof is 
on page 30.

Pabongka 
Rinpoche is 

exactly right!
I cannot fault

him.

Get me
that book.
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Pabongka Rinpoche was so respected that he was invited to both Nyingma and 
Gelugpa monasteries throughout Tibet, where he gave teachings according to 

the varying levels and states of their minds. While he was a very sound Gelugpa 
Lama, he was also able to teach students of other traditions perfectly.

One of Pabongka Rinpoche’s greatest
achievements was a famous Lamrim discourse 

he gave to thousands of disciples in 1921. 
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This included eminent Lamas of the day such as
HH Trijang Rinpoche and HH Ling Rinpoche.

This famous Lamrim discourse was then 
published as ‘Liberation in the Palm of 

Your Hand’, composed by none other than his 
eminent student, HH Trijang Rinpoche.

This is vast and 
profound for those of 

discriminating wisdom,
Yet easy to understand and 

remember for those of 
lesser intelligence.
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Among his many 
distinguished deeds and

teachings, Pabongka 
Rinpoche composed Dorje

Shugden’s sacred 
kangsol – Melodious 

Drum Victorious in all 
Directions – based on the

vision of his Guru,  
Tagphu Pemavajra.

In 1949, when Tibet was 
experiencing unrest...

Dorje 
Shugden will become 
the new Protector of 

the Gelugpas for 
years to come.

We must 
bring him to 

the world now and 
worship him...

What’s 
happening?

Many people 
have left Tibet, 
Rinpoche... war

is coming

sigh... I don’t 
think I can leave 

Tibet... but if I stay 
here, the Dharma 

may be lost...
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He decided to pass the entire lineage of 
Dorje Shugden, along with many other 

precious teachings, to his most devoted 
and illustrious student, Kyabje Trijang 

Rinpoche.

Trijang 
Rinpoche, I must 

entrust these teachings 
to you – it is now up to you 
to preserve this tradition 

and share the teachings
with the world.
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CHAPTER 13
H.H. Kyabje Trijang Dorjechang
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Trijang Rinpoche was 
born in Tibet, in the area 
of Gungtang, during the 

winter of 1901.

There were miraculous signs at 

his birth such as a peach tree in the 
Gungtang Ladrang Trokang’s willow 

grove blooming with Flowers and 
bearing 30 peaches.
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From the time before he could walk, he 
showed great reverence for statues and 
offering implements, such as vajras, 

bells, drums and cymbals.

He also longed to join the 
assembly of monks

and liked to imitate them.
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When he was 4 years old, he was brought to the Trijang Ladrang 
in Lhasa before going to stay at the Chuzang Retreat.

A year later, HH 
Pabongka Dorjechang 

came to Chuzang Retreat. 
This was a momentous 
meeting, which began a  

tremendous relationship 
between Guru and 

disciple.
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Trijang Rinpoche was recognized as the tulku incarnation of the 69th Throne-
holder Jangchub Chopel and his subsequent incarnations, including the 85th 

Gaden Tripa, Trichen Lobsang Tsultrim Palden.
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Throughout his teens, 
Trijang Rinpoche was an

excellent scholar and 
master debater. At the age

of 19, he undertook his 
Geshe examinations

which normally take 20 
years of study.

He not only received the highest Geshe 
degree, the Lharampa, but he was also awarded 

third place by the 13th Dalai Lama.
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At 21 years old, he received from 
Pabongka Rinpoche the blessing of 
Vajrayogini’s sindhura mandala, the 

Thirteen Pure Visions of Tagphu,
the Manjushri cycle of

teachings and the Vaishravana
Teachings among others.

Around that time, Trijang Rinpoche 
attended Pabongka Rinpoche’s Lamrim 
discourse and composed “Liberation 

in the Palm of your hand”.

That one 
named Gyalchen 

Dorje has cared for 
me like a loving mother, 

countless times,
even when I was a 

child at play.

126 127© dorjeshugden.net



In his twenties, Trijang Rinpoche 
travelled all over Tibet and taught at 

many Gelugpa monasteries.

So Trijang Rinpoche also taught 
thousands from many different 

monasteries.

What does 
this Sakya 
monastery 

want?

They are 
requesting you 

to teach them.. like 
the Nyingma monastery 
requested the other day.
In fact, many Sakya and 
Nyingma monasteries

have sent Requests.
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Once, as Trijang Rinpoche was 
travelling, he visited Tsunmo 
Tsal Monastery, where he made 

offerings to the stupa of Duldzin 
Drakpa Gyeltsen.

What a holy 
stupa with Lord 
Duldzin’s relics 
inside. I am so 

fortunate!
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The monks decided to open the stupa 
to make offerings for a puja...

Rinpoche, 
can you please 
do an argha - 
water puja?

We’ll 
have to open 

the stupa.

Of course.

what’s 
in there? 

There’s 
no sign of 

decay... look - 
his hair has been 

growing...

 It’s the holy 
body of Duldzin 

Drakpa Gyeltsen, 
wrapped in monk’s 

robes!
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amazing...

There’s 
the fragrant 
scent of pure 

morality... what a
holy monk!
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In 1933, when the great 13th Dalai 
Lama passed into clear light, 

Trijang Rinpoche was involved in 
the preparation of the stupas to 

house the 13th Dalai Lama’s relics.

Following the index in the Great 
5th Dalai Lama’s Golden Trunk 

Sole Ornament of the World, they 
placed various treasure vases 

inside.

Let’s put the 
vases facing the Golden 

Throne in the center and at the 
four sides, where there are also 

housings for Six-armed Mahakala, 
Dharmaraja, Pelden Lhamo 
Magzorma, male and female 

yakshas and the Five families 
of Dorje Shugden.
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Soon after, when the 14th Dalai 
Lama was recognized, Trijang 

Rinpoche was appointed as one of 
his tutors.

When Trijang Rinpoche was 41 
years old, he made offerings to 

Pabongka Dorjechang.

With these 
offerings, I humbly 

request for Rinpoche’s 
long life as the Protector 

of the Teachings and 
all beings such as 

myself.

I also thank you for 
the compilation of the 

complete ritual activities of 
Gyälchen Shugden including 

thread construction reliance, 
fulFillment, and averting 
rituals; torma averting
ritual, Fire pujas, and 

prosperity ritual.

Ä

132 133© dorjeshugden.net



Now, taking 
what I have said as your 

foundation, Filling out the 
other rituals in a similar way as 
suitable, make a good compilation 

text of the ritual activities! Actually, 
I am asking you because you were 
there for all of my work related 

to this Dharmapala.

Trijang Rinpoche, 
It is unlikely that I 

will be able to Finish that 
compilation. Take what you 

remember with certainty and 
using your notes as the 
basis, please Finish the 

the compilation.
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In 1941, Pabongka Dorjechang passed into clear 
light, and Trijang Rinpoche was stricken with grief.

Ah that’s what 
my Guru meant – he 
already knew that he 

would not be able
to Finish the
compilation.
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To preserve the lineage and 
teachings, Trijang Rinpoche 

wrote the extensive commentary,
“Music Delighting an Ocean of 
Protectors”, which has become 
the deFinitive source of Dorje 

Shugden’s practice today.

In 1959, His Holiness Kyabje 
Trijang Rinpoche brought all 

the teachings from Tibet to 
India, when a large number of 
monks left to re-establish the

teachings there.
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Trijang Rinpoche became one 
of the most eminent Buddhist 
Masters of our time and was
also renowned for being the 
junior tutor and spiritual 

guide to HH the 14th Dalai Lama.

It is because of Trijang Rinpoche’s 
kindness and direct teachings that 

thousands of people continue to have the 
great fortune of receiving

Dorje Shugden’s initiation and 
beneFicial practice throughout the 

world, today and in the future.
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CHAPTER 14
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Dorje Shugden will be the 
Protector of our time...

* mantra of dorje shugden - Om 
Benza Wiki Bitana soha.

wow... what 
an amazing 

story...

Here 
is a picture 

of Dorje shugden...
his mantra* is behind 
it... he will look after 

you, I promise

Nicholas! 
There you are – 

I’ve been looking 
for you everywhere! 

I’ve been worried
sick!
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I’m 
safe here, 

Mom,

He’s 
Fine. I was 

just telling him 
stories while we 

were waiting 
for you

We have to 
go, the bus is 

waiting... thank 
you so much for 
looking after 

him

Thank you, 
Mr. Monk... Mom, 

The Protector Dorje 
Shugden was looking 
after me. He guided

you to Find me!

Who?
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To Find out more about 
Dorje Shugden, log on to 

www.dorjeshugden.net
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In 1653, Holder of the Dragon Throne Qing Dynasty 
Emperor Shunzhi gave a title to the Fifth Dalai Lama which 

is ‘Buddha of Compassion and Freedom of 
Western Paradise’. Simultaneously the Emperor 
recognized and proclaimed Dorje Shugden as
a special protector of the Dharma and Tibet. 

The history and connection of
Dorje Shugden with China. 

In 1653, Holder of the Dragon Throne Qing Dynasty 
Emperor Shunzhi gave a title to the Fifth Dalai Lama which 

is ‘Buddha of Compassion and Freedom of 
Western Paradise’. Simultaneously the Emperor 
recognized and proclaimed Dorje Shugden as
a special protector of the Dharma and Tibet. 

© dorjeshugden.net



142 143

Dharma Protector Dorje Shugden’s lineage extends 
back to the time of Buddha Shakyamuni Himself. although 

Dorje Shugden originated from Tibet, China. 
Now the practice of Dorje Shugden along with the vast 
richness of Chinese Philosophy, art, music, culture, 

literature is spreading all over the world
transcending barriers of race and geography. 
He is truly a protector whose time has come.
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